Click the Cover to HOME ARTS AND CULTURE SPOTLIGHT ON ROB ROZNOWSKI user bOX
Read this Week's Paper Search Archive:

Wednesday, June 6,2012
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Michigan State University associate professor of acting receives )
Distinguished Professor award . SOV€E
by James Sanford i5 now able on

www.lansingcitypulse.com

Rob Roznowski, Michigan State

-y ik .' i i University associate professor of acting,
. : was named Michigan Distinguished 53""399 (Dntrﬂversy.
- : Professor of the Year by the Presidents letters pro and con
L Council, State Un!versmes of Michigan. Comments welcome
The award recognizes an educator at
one of Michigan’s 15 public universities
who has been nominated by his or her

peers for outstanding contributions
through classroom work and advising.

A native of eastern Pennsylvania,
Roznowski came to MSU in 2004 after
working extensively as an actor on both
coasts, including being part of the
original New York cast of the musical “I

==, CITYPULSE O Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change.”

W|th Berl Schwam Roznowski made the decision to look for a teaching position while he was the
SEPTEMBERS national education and outreach coordinator for Actors Equity, the professional
actors union. “Because | was going around the country, stopping at schools for a
- Jeff Oesterle, Republican couple days at a time, | would teach master classes “I really just wanted a sit-
candidate for 67th House district down position,” Roznowski told City Pulse publisher Berl Schwartz on The
Impact’s “Impact Exposure” radio show. ‘I realized | loved the time in the A\ | F
* Tom Cochran, Democratic classroom more than necessarily the travel | was still doing, (both) from being a l 30% OFF ENERYTHING IN THE STORE!::
CINE DY ONLY! SATURDAY! SEPTEABER BTH

o iR e professional actor and this job, which was travel all the time.” WAMTO 8P

B ] o
.

- Actor Timothy Busfield Roznowski’s local directing credits include the recent MSU productions of
- Art Attack's Paul Holland Legally' B‘I‘onde: Tr.le Musu]:‘al ar:d ‘A Streetcar Name({ Deglre, Stormfield

& Ryan Wert Theatre’s “Romantic Fools” and “Good Boys and True,” which was presented as
part of last August’s Renegade Theatre Festival. He directed the comedy “The
= Understudy,” which opened last month at Williamston Theatre and is working on
'_.______,.._-—1
\x_ela_d? P H L‘!% a five-person production of Jules Verne’s “Around the World in 80 Days” for

~ri = MSU’s Summer Circle Theatre.

RIS FOR B “As a person, he’s sweet and warm and friendly and thoughtful, but he’s all of
those things as a director, too,” said Williamston’s artistic director Tony Caselli,
one of the three actors in “The Understudy.” “He’s not just good at the job of

H Newsletter directing but also good at dealing with actors, asking the right questions, pushing
= us to explore and to do our best work. It was a relaxed and relaxing process,
To sign up for news updates ) ) L . L \
enter your email address which was great, especially since it’s been a little while since I've been onstage. |
SUBMIT NOW couldn’t have asked for a better process.”

Williamston executive director John Lepard, who also teaches theater at MSU,
had praise for Roznowski as well. “Rob is a true professional in everything he
does,” he said. “He cares about his students, he is a top-notch director, but most
HTNTER R4  importantly he is a fun guy to be around. He puts people at ease because he has

L]
‘ I SE a personality that makes you feel welcome and not judged. I'm so glad to be able
: to work with him here in Williamston and at MSU.”

Wes Haskell, Roznowski’s former student at MSU and one of the stars of
"Legally Blonde" and "Good Boys," was also happy to talk about him. "Rob has
= been, by far, the most influential director and teacher with whom | have worked,"
S e e C I | C k F X Haskell said. "His commitment to the Department of Theatre and its students
power to the community 3 goes beyond all expectations and is truly inspirational. His artistic vision and
i teaching philosophy are groundbreaking. We are very lucky to have him here."
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